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SOCIAL EQUITY IMPERATIVE

SOURCE: CCC Environmental Scan; Northern Illinois University, Center for Governmental Studies; May 2019

Computer w/ Internet : 62% 

Computer w/o Internet: 14%

No Computer: 23%

Kennedy‐King

Computer w / Internet: 79% 

Computer w/o Internet: 8%

No Computer: 13%

Illinois



KKC INFORMATION TECH PROGRAM EXPANSION



BROADER IMPACT
• Chicago Public School awareness and exposure

• Pathway development 
• TRiO Educational Talent Search Grant (7th – 12th grade exposure)
• Carl D. Perkins V. Grant (early exposure, beginning at 5th grade)

• Opportunity Youth
• Ages 16-24 not actively engaged in school and/or unemployed
• *Over 47,000 youth identified in Chicago with a high concentration in Englewood

• Community Enrichment and Access
• Address digital divide

• Professional Development and Training
• Address gender and racial/ethnic gap

• Program Development and Expansion
• Increase KKC enrollment ( 315:Fall 2019-Spring 2021) , brand, and presence throughout Chicago

*Source: IPUMS USA, University of Minnesota, www.ipums.org





Proposed
Center of Excellence

for Creative Arts (CECA)



CECA Committee
President Gregory Thomas
Robert Graham, Director of Auxiliary 
Services and Facilities Management 
Darby Johnsen, Dean of Instruction

Cesar Rodriguez, Director of Creative 
Services 

Dr. Gene Smith, Professor of Music
Tonishea Terry-Jackson, Director of 
Enrollment Management
Abe Thompson, Direction of Operations, 
WKKC
Dr. Enid Wells, Professor of Media 
Communications



“The arts and the humanities are, in many 
ways, reflective of our national 
soul.  They’re central to who we are as 
Americans ‐‐ dreamers and storytellers, and 
innovators and visionaries.  They’re what 
helps us make sense of the past, the good 
and the bad.  They’re how we chart a course 
for the future while leaving something of 
ourselves for the next generation to learn 
from.

―President Barack Obama
Presentation of the 2015 National Medals of the Arts and 
Humanities, September 10, 2015



“Arts and culture serve as an economic 
engine that generates thousands of jobs and 
spurs diverse business development in the 
Loop and our neighborhoods . . . . And as we 
work to revitalize and uplift our 
neighborhoods, we must include the voices 
and creativity of artists and arts 
organizations.” 
― Mayor‐Elect Lori Lightfoot
Press Release: Lightfoot Joins with Local Artists to Announce Arts 
and Culture Policy, February 20, 2019



The Arts Matter in Englewood
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Emerging Partnerships



Emerging Partnerships





Enrollment growth is possible

• 40 Full‐time
• 20 Part‐time 

60 students  
1st year

• 60 Full‐time
• 25 Part‐time

85 students 
2nd year • 80 Full‐time

• 30 Part‐time

110 students 
3rd year

• 100 Full‐time
• 35 Part‐
time

135 students 
4th year • 120 Full‐time

• 40 Part‐time

160 students 
5th year



We plan to expand our market share with CECA

Inform Inspire

Collaborate Communicate

Engage Enroll

Enrollment

Applicants

Inquiries

Prospects





We’re Ready.
Dream Bigger. Do Greater.

The Arts.


