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The PWR Act
 In July 2016, Governor Rauner signed into law HB5729, also known as the 

Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness (PWR) Act. 
 The Act implements strategies identified through a multi-year process led by 

the P-20 Council’s College and Career Readiness Committee to better 
align the transition from high school into college and careers.  

 The PWR Act establishes a structure for students to take math during the 
senior year of high school that, if they successfully complete the instruction, 
ensures they will go into credit-bearing math at any Illinois community 
college.  

 Education Systems Center at NIU (EdSystems) led efforts to engage diverse 
stakeholders in identifying the recommendations that were included in the 
PWR Act, drafted the legislation, and is now leading statewide 
implementation efforts.  

 http://www.advanceillinois.org/pwr/

http://www.advanceillinois.org/pwr/


Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)



Past Plan

Schedule
5 Schools

5 Instructors

25 students per class

1 semester

Train
4 trainings 

2-4 hours each

Purpose:

• Collaborative techniques

• Math literacy content

• Assessment content and 
support

Observe & Mentor
Focused on…

• Delivery

• Content

• Critical Thinking

• Time management

• Classroom environment

• Student reaction and 
understanding



Results from Spring 2018
Placement Scores
Beginning Scores: 22.25 

(According to placement that 
would place them in ____)

Ending scores (34 retook*): 
23.29

4.7% increase

Passing Students
85 out of 153

55.56% of students passed with 
C or greater

CCC Enrollment
26 are enrolled this semester in any credit classes 
and 18 are taking a Math course



Current Plan

Schedule
10 Schools
• Schurz

• Senn

• Intrinsic

• Alcott Rep

• Kennedy

• Phillips

• Washington

• Amundsen

• Curie

• Community Links

11 Instructors

25 students per class

1 year

Train
3 trainings per semester

2-4 hours each

Purpose:

• Collaborative techniques

• Math literacy content

• Assessment content and 
support

Observe & Mentor
Focused on…

• Delivery

• Content

• Critical Thinking

• Time management

• Classroom environment

• Student reaction and 
understanding

• Grade distribution and 
grading methods



Sustainability and what we learned

 Yearlong Pilot starting Fall 2018
 Materials:

 Free Online materials

 Continued creation and monitoring of assessment materials by CCC liaison(s)

 Questions to be answered:
 How do we spread this model to all CPS high schools?

• Working on a completely free model

 How do we assess readiness in large scale and train/observe all CPS instructors who 
teach this course?

 What does the data say?
• More sections, more schools, more teachers, and more students will provide new and 

important data for the future

• How do the students perform in their subsequent CCC college level courses?



Thank you!
rjohnson390@ccc.edu

QUESTIONS?

mailto:rjohnson390@ccc.edu
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