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Low Intermediate ESL 
Students are placed at this level if they have successfully completed the High Beginning level or if they have scored 
47-53 on the BEST Literacy test, 439-472 on the BEST Plus test, and/or 24-29 (raw) on the CELSA test.  The following 
Student Learning Outcomes and Strand Objectives are based on 128 contact hours of instruction.    
 
The National Reporting System (NRS) Educational Functioning Level Descriptors for Low Intermediate ESL:  

Speaking and Listening Basic Reading and Writing Functional and Workplace Skills
Individual can understand simple learned 
phrases and limited new phrases 
containing familiar vocabulary spoken 
slowly with frequent repetition; can ask 
and respond to questions using such 
phrases; can express basic survival needs 
and participate in some routine social 
conversations, although with some 
difficulty; and has some control of basic 
grammar

Individual can read simple material on 
familiar subjects and comprehend simple 
and compound sentences in single or 
linked paragraphs containing a familiar 
vocabulary; can write simple notes and 
messages on familiar situations but lacks 
clarity and focus.  Sentence structure 
lacks variety but shows some control of 
basic grammar (e.g., present and past 
tense) and consistent use of punctuation

Individual can interpret simple directions 
and schedules, signs, and maps; can fill 
out simple forms but needs support on 
some documents that are not simplified; 
and can handle routine entry level jobs 
that involve some written or oral English 
communication but in which job tasks can 
be demonstrated.  Individual can use 
simple computer programs and can 
perform a sequence of routine tasks given 

Low Intermediate ESL Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this level, students will be able to: 

• Participate actively in conversations and discussions on familiar topics.  
• Interpret main idea and key details from an oral source. 
• Comprehend and interpret increasingly longer passages with some teacher assistance.   
• Define some new vocabulary from the reading context.   
• Write a short narrative and descriptive paragraphs with a topic sentence, supporting details and conclusion.  
• Complete authentic forms.  
• Use pronunciation strategies to more naturally and accurately produce English sounds, words, and phrases. 
• Explain functions of U.S. government, its leaders and available social and community services.  
• Use life skill strategies to participate actively in daily life.  
• Use computing skills for word processing, web searching and completing ESL exercises. 
• Use intermediate grammatical structures to produce standard oral and written English. (See Supporting Grammar)  

 
The strands developed in order to facilitate students’ learning of the aforementioned outcomes include: 
Listening Speaking 



 

Pronunciation 
Reading 
Writing 
Health+ 

Civics/Life/Work+ 
Technology 
Supporting Grammar*

                                                 

                                                                                                       

+  Integrated throughout instruction of the other strands. 
*  Integrated across the strands in support of language development, 

not as a     
 

 Sample Contextualized Activities 
  Skill Determination 
 Write a story about something you like to do, 
identify the skills that are involved in doing this activity; 
your job, a job that you would like to have, a hobby…etc.  
Share your story with a partner.  Together 
compare/discuss your involved skills, identify similar 
skills, and list to share with others.  Check one another’s 
work for grammar and punctuation.  Prepare for a group 
dialogue on similar skills, how come and/or why.   
   

 Pay Stub Math 
 Using a sample paycheck stub, review deductions, 
observe/discuss the abbreviations used, verify the proper 
operations/calculations, correct if needed and justify.  Ask 
students to complete Pay Stub Worksheet with a partner. 
(See attached handout) 
 

 Weekly Schedule Math  
 Ask students to complete a weekly schedule.  
Figure the % (in decimals) of time spent in sleeping and 
other activities.  Make a pie/line/bar graph of your time.  

Use it to explain your schedule to the group. (See 
attached handout) 
   

 Reading a Work Schedule 
 Introduce the following work schedule vocabulary: 
days of the week and abbreviations, time (AM & PM), 
shifts (day shift, afternoon/evening/swing shift, 
night/graveyard shift), days off, etc.  Using a sample time 
sheet (use the attached sample time sheet), ask the 
students to interview three classmates asking the 
questions: “What days do you work?  What are your 
hours?”  They should fill in their time sheets with the 
responses from their classmates.   
 

 Identifying Jobs 
 Discuss jobs that students have had including 
what the job entails e.g. talking to customers, entering 
data, repairing trucks engines, etc..  Using graphic 
organizers, fill in skill and training needed to accomplish 
different jobs.  Write different professions (that they might 
want or admire) on index cards; tape these cards to the 
back of students.  Each student must ask his or her 
classmates questions to figure out which profession is on 
their back.  For example, “Do I wear a uniform?”   “Am I 
usually a male or female?”  “Do I work at a ________?”   
 
 You can follow up the activity with a discussion of 
what students like and do not like about professions 
described. 
 
 
 

 



 

                                                                                                       

                                                                                                      

 
 

 Social Security, Income Tax Deductions, and 
W-4 Forms 

 Introduce the term Social Security Tax.  Explain—
it shows up on a pays stub as F.I.C.A.  It stands for 
Federal Insurance Contribution Act.  List the benefits 
received from social security including retirement, 
disability and survivor benefits.  Explain survivor benefits 
are paid to families of workers who have died.  
Retirement benefits go to people who have retired and 
disability benefits go to people who are disabled.   
 
 Using sample Social Security Card Application 
Forms and the W-4 form, discuss the parts of the form 
including information requested and vocabulary.  Model 
completing the form using imperative commands.  Have 
students use imperative commands to instruct their 
partners on how to complete the forms.   
 
 SSC Application Form 
 www.ssa.gov/online/ss-5.html  
 W-4 Form  
 www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw4.pdf  
  
  
    
    
     
  
  *Integrated across the strands in support of language development, 

not as a central focus of a lesson.   
 

 



 
Strand Objectives 

Listening  Speaking 
1. Respond appropriately in face-to-face conversations 

on familiar topics.  
2. Respond appropriately in simple phone 

conversations. LI.L2 ^ 
3. Follow multi-step spoken directions. LI.L3 
4. Identify the gist and some details in a short 

conversation or passage by using context clues. 
LI.L4 

5. Respond to requests for repetition and clarification. 
LI.L5  

6. Interpret formal and informal language in everyday 
conversation. (e.g. Hello, how are you? Hey, what’s 
up, How’s it goin?) LI.L6 

7. Distinguish meaning based on tone and inflection 
(questions, exclamations, negatives). 

1. Participate actively in everyday conversations on 
familiar topics. LI.S1  

2. Make appointments and reservations by phone and 
in person.  

3. Give multi-step directions to a location or on how to 
do something. LI.S4, LI.S5 

4. Repeat/rephrase questions or statements to clarify or 
confirm the content.  

5. Describe one’s abilities and skills. LI.S8 
6. Express likes, dislikes, wants and feelings with some 

explanation.  
7. Produce novel statements, questions, and 

commands using familiar and new vocabulary. 
8. Express agreement, disagreement, satisfaction and 

dissatisfaction.  
9. Retell stories or events about routine activities. L1.S6 

Reading Writing 
1. Comprehend short passages or narratives on 

familiar topics. 
2. Make predictions based on information from a 

reading passage, using titles, headlines and visuals. 
LI.R2  

3. Identify main idea, sequence or order in a short 
narrative passage.  LI.R3 

4. Comprehend basic charts and graphs and obtain 
information.  

5. Interpret information from short notes and letters 
(e.g. progress notes, form letters). 

6. Identify key information from everyday written 
materials (e.g. ads, labels, medical directions, safety 
information, and bus schedules). LI.R4 

1. Plan, organize, write, edit and proofread a single 
narrative paragraph related to a specific topic. LI.W1 

2. Edit writing for capitalization and punctuation; 
consistently use correct end punctuation and comas 
in lists and compound sentences. LI.W2 

3. Complete authentic forms (e.g. change of address, 
employment application, check cashing 
/shopping/membership cards, driver’s license). LI.W3

4. Write a detailed phone message, email, note and 
letter. LI.W5  

5. Write a want/classified ad.  
6. Use spelling patterns to correctly write familiar and 

new words (e.g. plurals, past tense, -ing from, and -
er/-est endings).  

                                                 
^  Abbreviations following strand objective represent an Illinois ESL Content Standard fulfillment. 
 

 



 
7. Use context clues, cognates, and word families to 

determine the meaning of new words.  
8. Recognize most words on a personal information 

form (e.g. employment history, education, 
references). 

9. Read a brief passage aloud with accuracy, 
expression and appropriate phrasing.  

10. Find information in a dictionary, phone book, or index 
using alphabetical or numerical order.  

11. Recognize and understand most common sight 
words.  

7. Write simple and compound sentences from 
dictation.   

8. Write down key information from meetings and 
conversations on familiar topics.  

Pronunciation Health 
14. Identify the primary phrase stress of simple and 

compound phrases and sentences.  
15. Use word stress rules to accurately pronounce two 

and three syllable words.  
16. Modify stress appropriately when adding prefixes 

and suffixes (e.g. work vs. rework) 
17. Use appropriate intonation for yes/no and wh-

questions, commands, and negatives. 
18. Use linking strategies to link words together in 

common phrases.  
19. Identify common word reductions.   

1. Describe aches, pains, illnesses, injuries, dental 
health problems, and follow doctor’s instructions.  

2. Compare services provided by the health 
department, hospitals, emergency rooms and clinics. 

3. Recognize the importance of healthy eating and 
maintaining a balanced diet.  

4. Fill out a medical history form.  
5. Demonstrate procedures for first aid.   

Civics/Life/Work Technology 
1. Explain the functions of the U.S. system of 

government election process.  
2. Identify national, state and local leaders and explain 

their positions.  
3. Plan a schedule of activities on a calendar.  
4. Identify safe driving practices and consequences of 

DUI.  
5. Use transportation schedules and road maps. 
6. Read and discuss simple guarantees, warranties, 

and procedures to return merchandise.  
7. Recognize vocabulary and traditions associated with 

major holidays and compare/contrast with native 

1. Research and present materials, with some 
guidance, from internet sources on one topic related 
to ESL content material. 

2. Access email; compose and sent simple emails to 
instructors, peers, coworkers and or supervisors.  

3. Utilize basic computer and internet vocabulary.  
4. Perform basic functions (e.g. boot up, enter data, 

edit, calculate numbers, manipulate text, sound, 
graphics, and save data). 

5. Keyboard materials from a handwritten copy,  

 



 
customs. 

8. Identify various means of locating housing and filling 
out rental agreements.  

9. Calculate savings when items are on sale (e.g. 
percentage, sale price, regular price). 

10. Identify educational and job experience required for 
specific occupations.  

11. Use various sources to identify job opportunities and 
inquire about a job.  

12. Complete a job application.  
13. Define and use vocabulary for employment (e.g. 

salary, benefits, hours, schedule, and sick days). 
14. Demonstrate appropriate communication skills in a 

work environment.  
15. Identify and explain one’s own skills and 

qualifications and establish employment and/or 
educational goals for the future.  

 
Supporting Grammar 

1. Questions 
2. Conjunctions (and, or, but, because) 
3. Articles (a, an, the) 
4. Adverbs of Intensity and Manner (e.g. very, easily) 
5. Models of Permission, Obligation, Past Ability, Possibility, Advice, Polite 

Request (could, should, can, may, ought to, would) 
6. Future tense will + verb (e.g. He will go to work tomorrow.) 
7. Commonly Confused Verbs (e.g. do/make, say/tell, bring/take, come/go) 
8. Past Continuous Tense (e.g. We were walking to school when the 

accident occurred.)   
9. Verb+ Infinitive 
10. Verb+ Verb-ing 

 
*These grammatical structures should be integrated across the stands in 
support of language development, not as a central focus of a lesson.  
 

ILLINOIS ESL CONTENT STANDARDS 

 



 
LOW INTERMEDIATE ESL (LI) 

LISTENING SPEAKING READING WRITING 
LI.L1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LI.L2 
 
 
 
 
 
LI.L3 
 
 
 
 
 
LI.L4 
 
 
 
 
LI.L5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LI.L6 

Respond to statements, 
questions and commands in 
routine face-to-face 
conversations related to 
immediate needs 
(e.g., shopping, 
transportation, health) 
 
Respond to short phone 
conversations related to 
immediate needs  
(e.g., calling in sick, 
emergencies) 
 
Follow simple oral directions 
and instructions 
(e.g., finding a room in a 
building, buying a train 
ticket) 
 
Identify main idea and some 
details 
in a short conversation or 
listening activity 
 
Respond to requests for 
repetition 
or clarification 
(e.g., Would you say that 
again please? What do you 
mean?) 
 
Distinguish between formal 
and informal language in 
everyday conversations 
(e.g., Hello.  How are you?  
vs. What’s up?) 

LI.S1
 
 
 
 
 
LI.S2
 
 
 
 
 
LI.S3
 
 
 
 
 
LI.S4
 
 
 
 
LI.S5
 
 
 
LI.S6
 
 
 
 
LI.S7
 
 
 
 

Participate in routine face-
to-face conversations 
related to immediate needs 
(e.g., shopping, 
transportation, health) 
 
Participate in routine social 
conversations 
(e.g., talking about one’s 
weekend, talking to 
neighbors) 
 
Participate in short phone 
conversations related to 
immediate needs 
(e.g., calling in sick, 
emergencies) 
 
Give simple directions to a 
location 
(e.g., to a school, post 
office, restroom) 
 
Give simple instructions 
(e.g., how to make a favorite 
recipe, how to do laundry) 
 
Describe personal events 
(e.g., one’s weekend 
activities, one’s work 
routines) 
 
Express lack of 
understanding by asking for 
repetition or clarification  
(e.g., Could you repeat that, 
please?  What do you 

LI.R1
 
 
 
 
LI.R2
 
 
 
LI.R3
 
 
 
LI.R4
 
 
 
 
LI.R5
 
 
 
 
 
LI.R6

Read short passages on 
familiar topics 
(e.g., family or 
neighborhood) 
 
Use titles, headings, and 
visuals to predict the content 
of short passages 
 
Identify the main idea in 
short passages on familiar 
topics  
 
Read authentic materials 
related to immediate needs 
(e.g., phone book, bus 
schedule, bill) 
 
Use alphabetical or 
numerical order 
to locate information 
(e.g., in a phone book, 
dictionary, index) 
 
Read common 
abbreviations 
(e.g., in want ads, 
prescription labels, or 
housing ads) 

LI.W1
 
 
 
 
LI.W2
 
 
 
 
LI.W3
 
 
 
 
LI.W4
 
 
 
 
LI.W5

Write short paragraphs on 
familiar topics 
(e.g., family or 
neighborhood) 
 
Apply capitalization and 
punctuation rules 
(e.g., comma in series, 
apostrophe) 
 
Complete authentic forms 
(e.g., change of address, 
job application, library card 
application) 
 
Write simple directions to a 
familiar location (e.g., to 
one’s house, to a local 
store) 
 
Write short notes 
(e.g., to a teacher or 
employer explaining an 
absence, to a landlord 
requesting a repair) 

 



 

 

  
 
LI.S8

mean?) 
 
Describe abilities and skills 
(e.g., I know how to drive a 
forklift.   
I can speak English and 
Spanish.) 
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